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The Telephone Lodge No. 3301

The Foundation of the Lodge

The idea of founding a Lodge for Brethren employed in or associated with the
telephone industry originated with a group of employees from the London Area of
the National Telephone Company (NTC).

The NTC was a private telephone company, formed over a number of years from
the progressive amalgamation of a large group of such companies which had
emerged since 1879 to develop the telephone system across the British Isles. The
NTC was licensed by the Post Master General on a 31 year licence from 1881 to
1912. The NTC was never popular with the government which had put many
obstacles in its way, for example by denying it the right to lay cables along or under
roadways, but then criticised it for the ugly cables strung over the rooftops. Much
of this attitude stemmed from the loss of the Post Office’s telegram revenue, over
which it had had a monopoly since 1869, when the various private telegraph
companies had been nationalised. The Post Office was therefore both a competitor
to the NTC and its regulator, a situation which would not be tolerated today.
However, the NTC was a proud and entrepreneurial company and without it, the
telephone system would never have developed as fast as it did.

By the 1890s, the NTC’s technology patents, which derived from the work of
Alexander Graham Bell and Thomas Edison,  had expired and government was
keen to strengthen the GPO’s own telephone networks across the country.
Furthermore, big municipal corporations like Glasgow were keen to start their own
networks in competition with the NTC. In 1892, the government nationalised the
long distance trunk network and by 1896 had acquired the NTC’s 33 trunk routes.
By 1901, when the last review under its licence was held, the NTC was told that
its licence would not be renewed in 1911 and competition with the GPO ceased in
1905 as the NTC had to come to terms with its impending demise.

It was against this background that 9 Brethren who were employees of the NTC
met in the Moorgate Hotel on 12th March 1908 and resolved to petition for the
formation of a new lodge to be called The Telephone Lodge. Subsequently 12
other Brethren supported its formation, so making a total of 21 Founders - the
majority being senior employees in the London Area of the NTC.

A petition, dated 26th March 1908, to meet as a Regular Lodge was submitted to
Grand Lodge, with a recommendation from the Master and Wardens of the
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Chiswick Lodge No. 2012. Chiswick Lodge is therefore our ‘Mother Lodge’, yet
strangely, none of the 21 Founders were members of Chiswick Lodge. The main
reference to Chiswick Lodge in our records is at the meeting of the Founders-to-be
on 25th March 1908, where it was noted that “It is agreed upon by the Brethren
present that Bro. Tattersall [a Founder and 1st Treasurer] who was visiting The
Chiswick Lodge on Thursday 26th inst. should present the petition to the WM and
Wardens of that Lodge for recommendation of same to Grand Lodge.” Grand
Lodge have however noted that the petition did originally have a 22nd name on it,
namely W. Bro. Frank J Lunnon, the then WM of Chiswick Lodge; however he
never became a member. A member of Chiswick Lodge did attend the
Consecration Meeting, as a guest of Bro. Tattersall, but the attendance book only
contains one other visit by a member of this lodge, so the link was never strong.
Indeed, Chiswick Lodge’s own records say nothing about sponsoring their

‘Daughter Lodge’.

The Charter or Warrant authorising the formation of the Lodge was granted by the
MWGM, HRH. the Duke of Connaught and Strathearn, KG, on the 10th April 1908.

The Consecration of the Lodge took place on Friday, 8th May, 1908, at 4.30pm,
in the Masonic Temple at the Gaiety Restaurant, Strand, London WC2. The
Consecrating Officer was VW. Bro. Sir Edward Letchworth, FSA, Grand Secretary.

Press reports of the Consecration appeared in the Daily Telegraph on 11th May
1908, The Freemason on 16th May 1908, The Freemason Chronicle on 23th May
1908 and the NTC’s house magazine in June 1908.

The first Regular Meeting of the Lodge and subsequent meetings were held at the
Gaiety Restaurant up to closing of the restaurant in May 1911, following which the
Lodge met at the Café Royal, Regent Street, London until 1991 since when the
Lodge has met at Mark Masons’ Hall, St James’s Street.

Notable Founders

A number of the Founders are worthy of note.

Stanley Goddard, the first Junior Warden, was born in 1863, the son of a Tea
Broker. In 1880, he became a trainee Auditor with Quilter, Ball & Co and while
there worked on the winding up of the old Edison Telephone Company. He
became an external auditor for both the United Telephone Company and the NTC
prior to their merger. In 1892 he joined the NTC as their first Head of Audit, but
in 1893 was promoted to become Assistant to the General Manager. He
succeeded to this post in 1907, at which time it was renamed General
Superintendent - what today would be called Managing Director. His generosity
endowed the Lodge with many items of its initial furnishings, including the three
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ivory gavels. But in Masonry he was junior to W. Bro. Frederic Harke (a Clerk) and
W. Bro. Percival Kipping (an Electrical Engineer), being a Steward of Gordon
Langton Lodge (3069), so he took the office of 1st Junior Warden and became
Master two years later. He was a key player in the successful transfer of the NTC
into the PO in 1912. As so often happens in company takeovers, there was no
place for Goddard himself in the Post Office in 1912, but he then became
Vice-President of the Western Union Telegraph Co.

Our last remaining Founder W. Bro. Albert Frederick Paddon, GStB (1935),
PAGDC (1950) died on 10th April, 1960 aged 85. He was a member of the
Management Committee of the RMBI for 37 years and was actively interested in
the development of the Telephone Lodge throughout his long life. He was
Secretary of the Lodge for 30 years, from 1919 to 1949.

Bro. The Rev. Watts Ditchfield became the first Lord Bishop of Chelmsford.

Reflections on the Founding

What caused the Telephone Lodge to be formed? Most of the founders of the
Telephone Lodge knew one another through their employment with the NTC. But
given their widely differing backgrounds, it is clear that they already had many
Masonic links with one another. Four founders were members of Britannic Lodge
No 33, while three were members of Electric Lodge No 2087. Also there was a
quasi-Masonic dining club known as the ‘Klondyke Klub’ that pre-dated the
founding of the Telephone Lodge, but the common membership of the Klub and
the Telephone Lodge is quite noticeable.

There is no doubt that after 1905, the NTC were well aware that their company
would be absorbed into the Post Office in 1912, as the government had indicated
that it would not renew its licence which would run out at that date. One might
imagine that many in the NTC wished to see some of the spirit of NTC carried
forward and the Telephone Lodge may well have its origins from those feelings.

One unexplained aspect of Telephone Lodge is the Lodge badge, which comprises
the shield from the Royal Arms between two earpieces of the type used on the
candlestick phones of the day. Given that in 1908, the NTC was a private company,
how and why did the Lodge adopt this shield when arguably it had no right to? The
NTC itself never used such a device - its main symbol was a bell. There is a
tantalizing reference to the Lodge badge in the report of the 1931 Installation
Meeting. The Master, W. Bro. John Jones apparently described the ‘significance
and history’ of the Lodge badge. It seems likely that the symbolic significance of
the badge is that of the telephone being able to connect people across the nation,
with the Royal Arms representing the ‘nation’.
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While the Lodge was initially dominated by members of the NTC, this did not last
and, in the first two years, members were initiated or joined who were variously:
Manager of the Guernsey State Telephone Company; Managing Director of the
Antwerp Telephone Company; Managing Director of the Western Electric
Company and significantly a Staff Engineer from the Post Office. Given the
animosity within the NTC to the impending PO take-over, it is noteworthy that the
brethren extended the hand of friendship to a senior employee of the PO. Many
more PO members followed in the years leading up to the 1912 takeover.

Early growth of the Lodge

The growth of the Lodge in its early years was somewhat remarkable when over
the first three years we find an average of 16 Candidates being taken through all 3
Degrees - the largest number in one evening being 5 Initiates, 5 Fellowcrafts and
5 Master Masons; the Lodge being opened at 3.30pm and the Banquet timed for
7pm. They even found time to Call Off for refreshments. The minutes do not
record if the Banquet was delayed, but later meetings with all 3 ceremonies were
retimed to start at 3pm. On two occasions there were 5 candidates initiated at
Installation Meetings. By February, 1913, business seems to have quietened down
when there were no candidates and a section of the 1st Lecture was worked by the
Master (W. Bro. Lord) assisted by Bro. Pegden. Emergency Meetings were held
frequently for some years in order to get through the work. By 1911, the Lodge
had 83 members.

Some notable dates and events

1910 and Charity

A Lodge Almoner was first appointed in October 1910 - W. Bro. C.G. Sleigh (the
Acting IPM at its Consecration) and he subsequently proposed the formation of a
Charity Association. In 1915, this became the Telephone Lodge Masonic
Benevolent Association. In 1942 a Trust Deed was set up, enabling contributions
to be augmented through Income Tax recovery, initially through Covenants and
latterly through the Gift Aid scheme. The Telephone Lodge Masonic Benevolent
Fund is a Registered Charity.

After the Great War, the Lodge raised £824 towards the Masonic Peace Memorial
Appeal, which assisted the construction of the magnificent Freemasons Hall. The
Lodge thereby became, in 1929, a Hall Stone Lodge and our Masters continue to
wear the Hall Stone Jewel with pride.

Monies were also raised so that in 1921 the Lodge became a Founding Lodge of
what was then called the ‘Freemasons Hospital and Nursing Home’. In 1931 the
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Lodge became a Patron Lodge of the Royal Masonic Hospital. By the time of the
21st Jubilee in 1929, some £3566 had been subscribed to the RMBI, RMIB and
RMIG. In 1950, the sums had reached £6353 and the Lodge qualified as a Patron
Lodge of the RMBI and a Vice-Patron Lodge of the RMIB and RMIG.

The support given to our Masonic Benevolent Fund is praiseworthy and the Lodge
has not failed to respond to any appeal including those inaugurated as a result of
the two World Wars, the 250th and 275th Anniversaries of the Founding of the
United Grand Lodge of England and the 1993 London Festival Appeal for the
New Masonic Samaritan Fund, where the Lodge achieved Gold status. In 2007,
the Lodge was awarded Bronze status for its contribution to the Metropolitan
Grand Lodge’s appeal for the RMBI.

1910 and the LoI

A Lodge of Instruction was first proposed in October 1909 and the Lodge
approved its establishment in May 1910. At its first meeting in September 1910,
no less than 40 members attended and witnessed W. Bro W. Clay Sudlow PGD,
President of the Committee of the Emulation Lodge of Improvement, rehearse an
Installation. Just seventeen months later the Preceptor, W. Bro Edgar Wainwright,
reported to the Lodge that a rehearsal of the 3rd had been worked entirely by
Initiates of the Lodge and the IPM gave his opinion that “it was very well done”.

The Lodge of Instruction practises Emulation working and operates under the
principles set down by the Emulation Lodge of Improvement, by which the Lodge
of Instruction is recognised, being No 11 on their list. The late W. Bro. H. Asquith
obtained the Silver Matchbox for working 3 perfect ceremonies at the Emulation
Lodge of Improvement.

In 1957, recognising the significant level of contribution and support given by the
Hampshire Lodge No 3538, the Lodge of Instruction was renamed the Telephone
and Hampshire Lodge of Instruction No 3301. The support of two lodges has
helped to maintain a sufficient level of attendance which has always been a
problem for Telephone Lodge because of its members being so widely spread
across the country. The Lodge has benefited immensely from this joint Lodge of
Instruction; not only from the dedication of its Preceptors but also from the
fraternal bonds which have been established and maintained between the two
lodges.

1911

W. Bro. P.P. Kipping was honoured with London Rank - what is now London
Grand Rank  - the first in the Lodge.



7

1912

On 1st January 1912, the NTC was finally subsumed within the Post Office and
many Lodge Brethren who worked for the NTC found themselves with this new
employer. Public sector pay then, as now, was not so generous and many
employees, including W. Bro. Frederic Harke, our first Master, found themselves
on ‘mark-time’ pay for several years.

1912

The First Ladies Festival was held in January 1912 and took place after a regular
meeting. 218 dined and a dispensation was granted for Lodge members to wear
their Masonic regalia. The Lodge maintained a thriving Ladies Festival for many
years. In the 1980s, under the leadership of W. Bro. Peter Fitzgerald, it moved to
a seaside venue to encourage members to enjoy a full weekend break together. In
recent times, the Lodge has held smaller ‘White Table’ meetings where the Ladies
are invited into the Lodge room, once the meeting has closed, to hear a talk and
learn about the Craft, before dining.

1913

The first Lodge Banner was presented by W. Bro. F.A.B. Lord. This still exists,
although it is in poor condition and can no longer be displayed, although a
photograph is shown on the Lodge website. The Lodge commissioned new
banners on two further occasions, firstly in 1933, when the first banner was full and
again for the 50th anniversary in 1958, but sadly both seem to have been
misplaced. Because of the difficulty of storing and displaying banners, the Lodge
now has a board displaying the Roll of Masters; a second has now been started for
the Lodge’s second century.

1914

The Telephone Royal Arch Chapter was founded by 14 Brethren on the 30th
November 1914. It has continued to meet ever since and draws members not only
from Telephone Lodge and its daughter Faraday Lodge No 4798, but also has a
strong representation of members from Chivalry Lodge No 6372 and Deltaic
Lodge No 5640.

1916

W. Bro. P.P. Kipping was honoured with Grand Rank (AGSuptWks) - the first
Lodge member to be so honoured. Percival Kipping was widely respected for his
major contribution to both the Lodge and the Chapter and when poor health
forced him to step down as Treasurer in 1920, the Lodge presented him with a
silver card tray.
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1914 - 1918 “Four years of supreme sacrifice”

During the Great War, the Lodge met and dined regularly; attendances remained
good. Nine brethren served with H.M. Forces and Bro. Frank H. Blackford was
killed in action on 24th October 1918 while serving in Italy. He was born in 1880,
the son of a policeman from Ditchling, Sussex. He worked as a Cashier for the
National Telephone Company and had been initiated into the Lodge in 1908,
being proposed and seconded by the Master and Secretary, becoming Lodge
member No. 40. While he never took office in the Lodge, he was secretary of the
Lodge of Instruction. During the Great War, he was a Private in the 2nd Battalion,
the Honourable Artillery Company. He is buried at the Tezze British Cemetery.

The Lodge marked his passing with Masonic mourning. Sadly, on that evening the
Lodge also stood in silence for 3 other Brethren: W. Bro. Frederic Harke, the
Lodge’s first Master, W. Bro. Thomas Taylor PGD, another Founder and Bro.
Walter Penson. The passing of our first Master was commemorated by the
commissioning of an embroidered tablecloth for the Secretary & Treasurer’s table,
on which his Past Masters Jewel was hung, together with two magnificent silver
candlesticks. The wax from these candlesticks had over the years damaged the
tablecloth so that it ceased to be used, but in 2005, the tablecloth was restored by
the Embroidery Department at Grand Lodge and is once again in regular use. It
has become the custom that the silver candlesticks are displayed at the Festive
Board on each Installation Meeting.

Post War growth

The period between 1919 and 1923 marked a second burst of growth in
membership, during which the Lodge gained an extraordinary 36 Initiates and 13
joining members. W. Bro. Percival Kipping warned against such growth and
suggested that the Lodge’s full membership should be capped at 75 with no more
than two Initiates in any year, but his proposition was never put to a vote. Many
Emergency Meetings were needed to cope with this large intake. This group of
members, if they stayed the course, would have to wait around 14 years before
becoming a Steward. Those that progressed were the mainstay of the Lodge
during the Second World War. Notable amongst this intake was W. Bro Frederick
Dumjohn PAGDC who was Master in 1945 and Secretary from 1949 to 1962. He
was responsible for compiling the first history of the Lodge for the 50th anniversary
in 1958.

With such growth in numbers and the consequential delays in progression, it is not
surprising that some sought another route. In 1925 the Lodge sponsored a petition
for the formation of the Faraday Lodge No. 4798 which was consecrated on 19th
June 1926. Amongst the 21 Founders were 6 Brethren of the Lodge, including W.
Bro. Ernest A. Laidlaw, who became its first Master. The prime movers to set up



9

our ‘Daughter Lodge’ came from employees of Siemens Brothers, one of the
major telephone equipment manufacturers, which was headquartered at
Woolwich, close to where the Thames Barrier is now situated. Given the post-war
anti-German sentiment, it was decided not to call the lodge Siemens Lodge, but
Faraday Lodge seemed appropriate. Nevertheless, there was some debate with
Grand Lodge about whether a Lodge should be named after a person who was
not a Mason. However, the Founders replied that the Lodge was not directly
named after Michael Faraday, the famous scientist, but after the C.S. Faraday, the
cableship owned by Siemens Brothers. To this day, Faraday Lodge’s badge
depicts this cableship.

W. Bro. Ernest Laidlaw was born in 1873 and in 1889 was apprenticed to the
Western Counties and South Wales Telephone Company, which was absorbed
into the NTC in 1892. He installed the first Central Battery exchange for the NTC,
a major step forward compared to the former magneto system that had been used
since 1880. He was initiated into Telephone Lodge in October 1908. In 1910, he
joined Siemens Brothers as Chief Engineer. He was Master of Telephone Lodge
in 1923/4. Under his leadership at Siemens Brothers, the firm produced the 3000
type relay which became the GPO standard and the iconic Bakelite Neophone
telephone in 1929.

1929

The Lodge celebrated its 21st anniversary and to mark the occasion, the Master
was presented with a photograph album featuring the Founders and all the Masters
1908-1929. This, and a second volume started in 1958, are prized possessions of
the Lodge and the photos from them are displayed on the Lodge’s website. At that
time, the Lodge had 75 full members and 44 on country list.

Industry progress in the 1920s and 1930s

Despite the economic slump of the 1920s and 1930s, this was an important time
for the telecommunications industry. Many telephone exchanges were converted
to automatic working, not only in the big cities such as London, where it was
becoming difficult to recruit sufficient operators to match the traffic growth, but also
in the very rural areas, where exchanges had often been situated in the operators’
own homes and were consequently not staffed through the night. A consequence
of this policy was that some provincial towns, such as Dover, Brentwood and
Hastings remained manual until the 1970s.

New technologies were emerging and amongst the most significant was telegraphy
by Short-Wave Beam Radio, which with a single hop could reach many parts of
the British Empire which had until then had had no telegraph contact at all or only
through complicated multi-stage relays. So successful was it that it became what
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we would today call a ‘disruptive technology’ and threatened the viability of the
Eastern Telegraph Company, upon which the British Government relied for cable
telegraph links to many remoter parts of the Empire. Consequently, in 1929, the
Government proposed what we would today call a ‘public-private partnership’
whereby the Post Office’s radio assets, together with those of the private Marconi
Company were merged with the Eastern Telegraph Company (and 5 smaller
companies) to form a new private company. This was initially called the Imperial
and International Communications Ltd, but was later renamed Cable & Wireless
Ltd.

During this heyday for telecommunications, Lodge Brethren continued to be
drawn from the leading lights of the industry. Lodge meetings were completed by
a Festive Board of 6 or 7 courses, often followed by musical entertainment.

Two notable members who were initiated into the Lodge in the 1930s were W. Bro
Charles Price LGR and W. Bro Frank Thomas SLGR. W. Bro. Charles Price held
office in the Lodge from 1943 to 1971, being Director of Ceremonies from 1955
to 1971. He was made an Honorary Member. W. Bro Frank Thomas became
Master in 1950 and was Almoner from 1959 to 1975 and Chaplain from 1975 to
1991. He was also the first Lodge member to initiate his own son into the Lodge
in 1968.

1939-1945 At war again

At the outbreak of the war, the Lodge membership was 71 full members and 40
on the country list. Telecommunications was a reserved occupation in the war, so
few Lodge members were called away for active service, although two members
were briefly assigned to the Royal Signals. The sole member who was on active
service throughout the war was Bro John Hancock who served in the Royal Navy
and was twice torpedoed. However, some 30 Lodge members were involved in
work in support of the war, either as part of their regular profession or as volunteers
in the Home Guard, as Fire Wardens or in the Civil Defence. Bro. Horace
Harbottle was awarded the OBE for his contribution to the GPO War Group.

Telecommunications was vital to the war effort and it stimulated many advances,
including Direction Finding, Radar and the use of ‘computers’ for code-breaking at
Bletchley Park.  Bro. Edward Shipton worked for the Royal Navy on radar and

‘secret devices’.

Many of these advances, in particular the work on radar, were developed at the
Telecommunications Research Establishment (TRE), initially set up in 1940 at
Worth Matravers in Dorset from an earlier organisation based in Dundee. In 1942
it moved again to occupy Malvern College in Worcestershire, where it was hoped
it would be safe from bombing. The public school itself had to vacate to Harrow.
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One future Lodge member served at the TRE. After the war, successor
organisations to the TRE remained in the Malvern area; today it is privatised and
known as QinetiQ.

Because of the war work, numbers attending Telephone Lodge dropped. But that
wasn’t the only challenge, as the Lodge, like many London lodges, found itself in
the ‘front line’.

The 31st Installation Meeting on 14th Oct 1939 was held as usual. W. Bro. Frank
Baker, LGR was installed as Master. A dinner was provided but there was no music
and the evening was timed to finish by 7pm.

The Lodge met as usual on 11th Nov 1939, but the planned Initiation did not take
place due to the candidate being unable to get leave from war service with the
British Expeditionary Force.

On the 16th Dec 1939 Bro. Secretary wrote to members announcing that the
Master had decided to cancel the Regular Meeting set to be held on 3rd Jan 1940

‘due to the present uncertain conditions’. In retrospect, this period, known as the
'Phoney War' was no great threat compared with what was to follow.

The Lodge next met on 9th Mar 1940 and business was transacted as usual. But
once again, the previously postponed Initiation did not take place. Arthur
Scarborough, the candidate, was a prisoner of war from 1940 to 1945 and was not
able to be initiated until Nov 1945.

The ‘Blitz’ started on the 7th September 1940 and London was bombed for 57
consecutive nights. Consequently, the Installation Meeting planned for October
1940 was cancelled.

On 9th Nov 1940 Bro. Secretary wrote to members announcing that the Master
had decided to ‘postpone the Installation Meeting until further notice’, due to the
absence of Brethren on war work and that ‘it would be difficult, if not impossible,
at the present time to arrange a suitable place and time to meet’. Grand Lodge
were aware and had confirmed that the postponement of the Installation would in
no way prejudice the Master Elect or the Officers chosen by him.

The Café Royal was bombed on the night of 29th December 1940 and this made
it impractical to meet in January 1941. That night, often called the Second Great
Fire of London, brought huge devastation to the City and East End, although
famously, St Paul's Cathedral survived. It is often overlooked that the West End,
around Piccadilly, was also badly affected.
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The Lodge next met on 15th Mar 1941. This was the 32nd Installation Meeting and
W. Bro. Baker was finally able to install his successor, Bro. Thomas Sherratt, who
in turn invested a full set of Lodge Officers. A proposition was carried to alter the
meeting dates during the National Emergency to the lighter part of the year,
namely the 3rd Saturday in March, May, July and October.

The Lodge next met therefore on 17th May 1941, 19th July 1941 and 18th Oct
1941. The latter meeting was the 33rd Installation Meeting and Bro. Sherratt
installed his successor Bro. Thomas Kennard.

War conditions created dangers for Brethren at their places of work too. In
particular, the Siemens Brothers factory at Woolwich was said to be the most
frequently bombed building in all of Britain. Partly this was because of its highly
visible location alongside the River Thames and partly, it is said, because the
building plans were given to the Luftwaffe by Siemens of Germany, which still
owned 25% of their British subsidiary. No doubt Brethren working in Liverpool,
Coventry and Beeston also faced regular dangers.

Siemens Brothers, despite these challenges, played an important part in the
construction and laying of the oil pipeline PLUTO (Pipe Line Under The Ocean)
which was vital for supplying the Allied Forces after D-Day. Although it was a pipe
and not a cable, their experience in producing armoured submarine cables was
invaluable. One version of this pipeline was called HAIS, standing for Hartley -
Anglo-Iranian - Siemens.

The special Lodge meeting arrangements continued until the autumn of 1944. It is
noteworthy that excepting the meetings of May and July 1941, all the meetings
from March 1941 onwards were timed to start around midday and were followed
by a light lunch, so that members would be travelling to and from meetings in
daylight. Afternoon meetings with an evening dinner did not recommence until
October 1945, after the cessation of hostilities. By that time, Lodge membership
stood at 50 full members and 35 on the country list.

Two notable members who were initiated into the Lodge in the 1940s were W. Bro.
Jack Humphreys LGR and W. Bro. Jack Haywood LGR; both of whom will be
fondly remembered by many current Lodge members. Jack Humphreys was in
office almost continuously from 1950 to 1976. He was Master in our 50th
anniversary year in 1958 and was ADC then DC from 1964 to 1976. He was made
an Honorary Member, but still liked to participate at our Installation meetings
where his last attendance, at the age of 92, was in 1994. Jack Haywood likewise
rose to Master in 1960 and working alongside Jack Humphreys was ADC then DC
from 1971 to 1983. He died in 1988 just before he was to be invested with SLGR.
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The Post-war Era

After the war, the Lodge returned to normal, but those austerity times meant no
more 7 course banquets - indeed, those times had gone for ever.

The 1950s were a great period for the expansion of the phone system, including
the introduction of Subscriber Trunk Dialling in 1958. The familiar Bakelite
telephones started to give way to more modern plastic models by the end of the
decade.

Lodge members continued to be drawn not just from the Post Office, but almost
all the major equipment manufacturers. In 1953, Lodge membership was 49 full
members and 42 on the country list.

As already noted above, in 1957 the Lodge of Instruction become The Telephone
and Hampshire Lodge of Instruction in recognition of the major support from the
Hampshire Lodge and its members.

During this time, the Lodge had one of the most eminent of PO Engineers of the
era as a member. Captain Charles Booth CBE was Assistant Engineer in Chief of
the Post Office and was famous for his achievements in the then new technology
of communications satellites. Under his leadership, the Goonhilly Downs Earth
Station was built and the successful inauguration of satellite communications took
place via Telstar. That first dish-shaped antenna at Goonhilly (known as ‘Arthur’)
is now protected as a Grade II Listed Building and a piece of our industrial heritage.
W. Bro. Charles Booth was Master in 1959/60.

1958

In 1958, the Lodge celebrated its Golden Jubilee, during the mastership of W. Bro.
Jack Humphreys. Membership stood at 51 full members and 32 on the country list.
At the anniversary meeting, a new Lodge Banner was dedicated and a second
large album of photographs of the Lodge Masters was presented by Bro. Rex
Thorne and his father Bro. ‘Bertie’ Thorne. Bro. Rex had been initiated into
Telephone Lodge three years before in 1955 and has been a pillar of the Lodge
ever since. He later became Master in 1965 and rose to Grand Rank. He was
Master again in 2001. In recent years it has been his unstinting work, alongside the
Marquess of Northampton, that created the Metropolitan Grand Lodge. We are
pleased that he is once again in the Master’s Chair for our centenary year.

The modern era

In 1983 the Lodge celebrated its 75th year and W. Bros. Jack Haywood and Rex
Thorne revised the history of the Lodge which was the source for much of this
present document.  The Roll of Masters was presented to the Lodge by the Master,
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W. Bro. Jack Hewitt, and was dedicated by W. Bro. Frank Thomas. The Roll
features the Lodge badge, drawn by W. Bro. Rex Thorne, while the calligraphy for
the names of the Masters was created by ‘Bunny’ Hewitt, the Master’s wife, who
has been responsible for the regular additions to the Roll. In 1983, the Lodge had
29 full members and 25 on the country list.

Since the 1980s, the telecommunications industry has been radically changed. The
Post Office became British Telecom in 1981 and was privatised in 1984.
Competition was introduced into all parts of the market. Many may regret the
changes, but perhaps we should consider that the fighting spirit of the NTC, after
70 monopoly years, has risen again. Lodge members included some working for
BT’s competitors, as well as the industry regulator Oftel, but all have met in harmony.

In 1991, the Lodge moved its meeting place from the Café Royal to Mark Masons’
Hall.

In 2000, the Lodge launched its website at www.telephone-lodge.org.uk. More
information on the history of the Lodge, together with illustrations, can be found
there, together with photographs of our Masters from 1908 to today.

In 2004, the Lodge became a Founding Lodge of the new Metropolitan Grand
Lodge and our own R.W. Bro. Rex Thorne became the first Past Metropolitan
Grand Master in recognition of his major contribution to creating the new ruling
body for London Masons.

In 2007, our respected member R.W. Bro. Ken Thomas, who had been initiated
into Telephone Lodge by his father W. Bro. Frank Thomas, was installed as
Provincial Grand Master of Sussex.

In our centenary year, 2008, we now have 22 full members and 10 on the country
list.

Conclusion

The Lodge is fortunate in possessing a complete record of its history, through
minutes of its Regular Meetings, its General Purposes Committee and other
documents carefully preserved over the years.

Such a history, as is presented here, can only comprise a catalogue of events, but
the real historical importance of the Lodge lies in the influence it is had on those
who have passed through it as members or have enjoyed its meetings as visitors.
Through the medium of Freemasonry, it is to hoped that they have all put into
practice those excellent tenets and precepts inculcated in its teachings.
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W. Bro. F. O. HARKE, P.M. 33, 2528 W.M

W. Bro. P. P. KIPPING, P.M. 33, 2712, 2087 S.W.

Bro. S. J. GODDARD, Steward 3069    J.W.

W. Bro. C. G. SLEIGH, P.M. 2599    Acting I.P.M.

Bro. C. E. TATTERSALL, 2697     Treasurer

Bro. P. J. T. KENNY, 1805      Secretary

Bro. The Rev. J. E. WATTS DITCHFIELD, 2896 Chaplain

Bro. F. A. B. LORD, J.D. 2087     S.D.

Bro. E. J. D’AUTHREAU, 245     J.D.

W. Bro. C. E. WETTON, P.G.S.D.    D.C.

Bro. A. F. PADDON, 2511      I.G.

Bro. J. E. PULLEN, 348       Steward

Bro. F. W. W. HOLDER, 1275     Steward

Bro. W. J. DOWNES, 65

Bro. W. M. FRANCE, 241

Bro. R. JOHNSTON, 2511

Bro. R. H. R. KENWAY, 898

Bro. W. V. MORTEN, 33

Bro. F. E. SIMS, 2500

W. Bro. T. TAYLOR, P.G.D.(Eng.)

Bro. F. A. S. WORMULL, 33, 2087

The Founders
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Year Name Dec'd

1908 W. Bro. F.O. Harke *

1909 W. Bro. P.P. Kipping *

1910 W. Bro. S.J. Goddard *

1911 W. Bro. F.A.B Lord *

1912 W. Bro. F.A.B Lord *

1913 W. Bro. C.E. Tattersall *

1914 W. Bro. A.F. Paddon *

1915 W. Bro. W.M. France *

1916 W. Bro. F.E. Sims *

1917 W. Bro. W.J. Downes *

1918 W. Bro. M.B. Stephens *

1919 W. Bro. C.H. Summers *

1920 W. Bro. W. Aitken *

1921 W. Bro. F.W. Hibberd *

1922 W. Bro. F.C. Hawker *

1923 W. Bro. E.A. Laidlaw *

1924 W. Bro. F.W. Francis *

1925 W. Bro. G.H. Goldsmith *

1926 W. Bro. J.E. Hood *

1927 W. Bro. H.J. Maclure *

1928 W. Bro. E.A. Petithory *

1929 W. Bro. H.J. Loney *

1930 W. Bro. M.F.G Boddington *

Past Masters of the Lodge

Year Name Dec'd

1931 W. Bro. J.C. Jones *

1932 W. Bro. J. Prescott *

1933 W. Bro. R. Waring *

1934 W. Bro. E. Lack *

1935 W. Bro. H. Wilson *

1936 W. Bro. F.J. Gerrard *

1937 W. Bro. A.V.Cannon *

1938 W. Bro. W.B. Cumberland *

1939 W. Bro. F. Baker *

1940 W. Bro. T. Sherratt *

1941 W. Bro. T.G. Kennard *

1942 W. Bro. A. Speight *

1943 W. Bro. F.W. Eckstein *

1944 W. Bro. F.E. Warburton *

1945 W. Bro. F.P.W. Dumjohn *

1946 W. Bro. J.R. Gardiner *

1947 W. Bro. G.H.G. Skellington *

1948 W. Bro. A.S. Overgage *

1949 W. Bro. C.E. Price *

1950 W. Bro. F.E. Thomas *

1951 W. Bro. G.S. Worne *

1952 W. Bro. H. Asquith *

1953 W. Bro. C. Pardoe *
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Year Name Dec'd

1954 W. Bro. K.E.B. Stokes *

1955 W. Bro. H.R. Harbottle *

1956 W. Bro. E.J. Tervet *

1957 W. Bro. L.E.A. Jones *

1958 W. Bro. J. Humphreys *

1959 W. Bro. C.F. Booth *

1960 W. Bro. J.M. Haywood *

1961 W. Bro. R. Randall *

1962 W. Bro. A.C. Sauerborn *

1963 W. Bro. F.A. Wilding *

1964 W. Bro. F.R.Jacobs *

1965 W. Bro. R.F. Thorne

1966 W. Bro. P.R. Watson *

1967 W. Bro. J.L. Cunnington *

1968 W. Bro. F.A. Clifton *

1969 W. Bro. A.E.J. Jordan *

1970 W. Bro. H. Curtiss Res’d

1971 W. Bro. E.T. Stephens

1972 W. Bro. R. Clark *

1973 W. Bro. A. Parr *

1974 W. Bro. R.F. Norton *

1975 W. Bro. E.E. Conrad *

1976 W. Bro. E.E. Conrad *

1977 W. Bro. R. Gaunt

1978 W. Bro. P.G.A. Oakley

1979 W. Bro. K. Hullah

1980 W. Bro. R.E.C. Brown *

Year Name Dec'd

1981 W. Bro. K.E. Thomas

1982 W. Bro. E.J. Hewitt

1983 W. Bro. W.D.P. Bainborough *

1984 W. Bro. P. Fitzgerald

1985 W. Bro. P. Fitzgerald

1986 W. Bro. C.J. Maurer *

1987 W. Bro. C.J. Maurer *

1988 W. Bro. K.E. Thomas

1989 W. Bro. M.G. Hersey

1990 W. Bro. P.J. Walker

1991 W. Bro. A.S. Alfred

1992 W. Bro. S.K. Gupta

1993 W. Bro. T.R. Jordan Res’d

1994 W. Bro. J.D. Smith

1995 W. Bro. J.D. Smith

1996 W. Bro. H. Rollins *

1997 W. Bro. P. Hastings

1998 W. Bro. D. Shulver *

1999 W. Bro. I.N. Stone

2000 W. Bro. S.K. Gupta

2001 W. Bro. R.F. Thorne

2002 W. Bro. P.G.A. Oakley

2003 W. Bro. P. Hastings

2004 W. Bro. I.N. Stone

2005 W. Bro. B.K. Gupta

2006 W. Bro. E.J. Hewitt

2007 RW Bro. R.F. Thorne
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From To

1908 1911 W. Bro. C.E. Tattersall

1911 1920 W. Bro. P.P. Kipping

1920 1935 W. Bro. W.M. France

1935 1938 W. Bro. C.E. Tattersall

1938 1951 W. Bro. F. Woollard

1951 1955 W. Bro. A.S. Overgage

1955 1959 W. Bro. A.C. Sauerborn

1959 1975 W. Bro. E.J. Tervet

1975 1980 W. Bro. R. Randall

1980 1986 W. Bro. A. Parr

1986 1995 W. Bro. R.F. Thorne

1995 1998 W. Bro. T.R. Jordan

1998 2001 W. Bro. E.E. Conrad

2001 2005 W. Bro. P.J. Walker

2005 2008 W. Bro. P.G.A. Oakley

From To

1908 1910 Bro. P.J.T. Kenny

1910 1918 W. Bro. F.O. Harke

1919 1949 W. Bro. A.F. Paddon

1949 1962 W. Bro. F.P.W. Dumjohn

1962 1976 Bro. W.C. Stephens

1976 1979 W. Bro. E.T. Stephens

1979 1994 W. Bro. E.E. Conrad

1994 2005 W. Bro. A.S. Alfred

2005 2008 W. Bro. P.J. Walker

Treasurers of the Lodge

Secretaries of the Lodge
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